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deny that the slave has rights or claims upon his master ;
it depends upon the assumption of a natural inferiority in
the slave incapacitating him for judging of his own rights
or for living in happiness except under guardianship or
restraint. Now, as Christianity, in asserting the unity of
the human race, and their equality in the sight of God
and Christ, did not declare war upon the social system
which arranges men according to c degree, priority, and
place/ and binds them together by ties of loyalty and
obedience, as it did not deny, but strongly confirmed, the
authority of the fother over the child and the husband over
the wife, an authority grounded on a similar assumption
of a natural inferiority and incapacity for liberty in the
woman and child, it acted consistently in withholding
liberty from the slave while it gave him citizenship. As
it often happens that a usage introduced for one reason is
afterwards retained for another, so had slavery, originally
the most savage abuse of ethnic morality, come to be
differently understood and differently defended. The
servile condition has a natural tendency to degrade
human nature; of the slaves of antiquity a large pro-
portion belonged originally to the lowest and rudest
nations; and from these two causes it was a patent and
undeniable fact that the slave population was in an
incalculable degree inferior to the free* It might reason-
ably be considered rebellion against an ordinance of
nature to give freedom to those who appeared so little fit
for it; and if it seems to us a false and cruel argument
to turn the consequence of slavery into a justification of
it, and to pronounce the slave naturally incapable of
liberty because he had been artificially incapacitated for
it, yet we must remember that the social speculations of